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 Orlandiana   

 

Newsletter of the Bromeliad Society of Central Florida 
Volume No. 36  Issue No. 06     June 2010 

Next Meeting – TUESDAY, June 29, 2010 
Where – Leu Gardens, 1920 Forest Ave. Orlando 
6:30 pm – Refreshments – A - F 
6:30 pm - Member Market 
7:00 pm - Meeting Begins 

 

A Message from the Vice-President 

Tom Wolf will be sharing with us an expose of Roberto Burle-Marx's abilities, interests, and 

talents.  The late Roberto Burle-Marx was an accomplished landscape architect known world 

wide.  He was the key speaker at the 1992 World Conference in Tampa. 

Tom and his wife Carol visited Longwood Gardens in Pennsylvania where Roberto had designed 

the Bromeliad house there.  With the help of Carol, an accomplished photographer we will take a 

walk through Longwood Gardens together. 

  

Tom will have his usual great plants for sale at the meeting too.  Not a meeting to miss!!! 

  

Members market a go! 

Remember raffle plant to share. 

Please return any library books that are due. 

  

Sincerely, 

Lisa Robinette 
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"All bromeliads bloomé" 

How many times have you heard that said by 

speakers who are deemed to be authorities in 

bromeliad culture?  And how many of you 

have at least one bromeliad in your collection 

that apparently missed the lecture on blooming 

and now stubbornly refuses to put up a bloom 

spike?  Probably the most common complaint 

that I hear from new growers is that they have 

had great luck in growing pups of a particular 

bromeliad after purchasing it in a home and garden center, and now have many plants that seem 

to be full grown but refuse to bloom.  Aechmea fasciata is often the subject of this discussion ï a 

common, commercially available variety that sometimes can be a bit stubborn.  Usually I ask 

whether they are fertilizing it.  If their answer is "no" then my response is "thatôs your problem!", 

and if they say that they fertilize it regularly I say "stop fertilizing it" (see how this works?).  

Then I ask if it is growing in strong light (response ï "put it in the shade"), if they are growing it 

in low light ("put it in stronger light"), and so on.  The basic point I try to make is that if current 

culture practices are resulting in the plant not blooming, you should try something different.  

And often thatôs all it takes to spur the plant into bloom ï a change from its normal routine.  The 

grower ends up with a beautiful blooming bromeliad and I look like a genius ï everybody wins!  

Unfortunately, it doesnôt always work out that way.  Occasionally you have that "hard-core" non-

bloomer that simply refuses to cooperate.  I think everyone runs across these plants at some point 

ï whether it is that unusual Hohenbergia, or a seldom seen species of Aechmea, or, in my case - 

Vriesea phillipo-coburgii.  I acquired this plant quite a long time ago at an Extravaganza and was 

advised by none other than Wally Berg (certainly an authority on bromeliad culture and someone 

that you paid attention to when he gave advice) that "you may have a little trouble getting that 

plant to bloom!"  That turned out to be an understatement.  Over the next decade I put my plant 

and its progeny (this plant is very generous in producing pups) in full sun (it seemed to like this 

just fine, but didnôt bloom), full shade (it liked this too and turned a little greener, but didnôt 

bloom).  I let it form a large clump (sometimes bromeliads like a little company before they 

bloom) with no response.  I split it into individual plants and potted them in multiple varieties of 

potting mixes (it continued to grow and reproduce just fine, but didnôt bloom).  I left it out in the 

cold (Wally also said it may need some cold weather to spur it into blooming) when temperatures 

fell into the 20s.  It didnôt seem to mind this eitherébut it didnôt bloom.  I even used Herb 

Pleverôs ethylene pills and followed his instruction precisely ï the Aechmeas that I treated at the 

same time bloomed, but not Vriesea p-c. Finally, this past winter we had a spell of really cold 

weather and I left one potted specimen of V. phillipo-coburgii outside to fend for itself, but took 

pity on a larger clump of the same plant and carefully covered it with frost cloth until the weather 

warmed a bit.  In mid-June I noticed a tell-tale elongation of the center of several of the plants in 

the clump and by early July it was clear that these plant were putting up an inflorescenceéand 

so was the plant that was left out in the cold!  

The only obvious difference was that the plant that wasnôt covered had severe leaf damage while 

the clump that was covered appeared unscathed. 
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V. phillipo-coburgii showing leaf damage from cold 

Interesting, but the story doesnôt end there.  In 

mid-July I had occasion to visit the Boca Raton 

Bromeliad and Tropical Plant society in South 

Florida (an interesting, rowdy bunch) and 

during the course of their meeting, the president 

asked if anyone was growing Vriesea phillipo-

coburgii. Mine was the only hand raised, and he 

proceeded to inform the group that he had been 

growing this plant for well over 10 years and 

had come to call it "the plant that never 

blooms".  He was amazed to notice that his 

clump of Vriesea p-c was putting up several 

bloom spikes!  Finally, last weekend a grower in 

Deltona told me that for the first time in 

memory, his Vriesea p-c also was blooming.  

What triggered the same species of bromeliads 

(plants that hadnôt bloomed for several 

generations) in Port Orange, Boynton, and 

Deltona ï three widely different climates ï to all 

begin blooming at the same time?  I doubt that the deciding factor was cold weather alone. Cold 

weather in South Florida is probably 20 degrees warmer than in Port Orange and Deltona tends 

to see low temperatures somewhere in between the two.  Could it be the combination of cool 

weather last winter followed by an unusually wet 

spring and summer?  Typically we see little or no 

rain in the spring for three to four months, but 

this year we experienced frequent rains 

culminating in enough rain in one event in May 

that caused wide-spread flooding for several 

days.  These rain storms soaked much of the east 

coast of Florida during this period and that is the 

only obvious connection that I see linking the 

three different locations.  

So, the comment that "all bromeliads bloom" is 

once again proven correct.  Sometimes however, 

you may have to wait for over a decade to see 

that blooméand you may never know for certain 

what caused that bloom to be triggered. 

Clump of V. phillipo-coburgii coming into bloom for first time in a decade! 

Article & pictures from the August 2009, newsletter of The Florida East Coast Bromeliad Society 
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Tillandsia caput-medusae  

 
The name Tillandsia caput-medusae means the head of snakes (Medusa-Greek Myth).  It grows 

from sea level to 7,800 feet from Mexico and Central America.  Its growth habit is small, usually 

less than 4 inches where it grows in dry gullies in Guatemala.  Plants that grow to a larger size (8 

inches) grow in dry 

habitats but receive 

moisture more frequently.  

It is a grey-green color 

with a 

pseudo-bulb.  The 

inflorescence usually has 

2-6 spikes. With good 

bright light, the bracts are 

a cherry red.  The flowers 

are mauve. It has velvety 

leaves.  
 

From the June 2010 Bromeliad 

Society of Greater Chicago 

newsletter.  Photo courtesy of 

FCBS.org 

 

Bromeliad Glossary                                                                              by Derek Butcher 

A   continued 

aquilega-: Resembling an eagle; aquiline. 

Arachnoid: Cobwebby with soft and slender entangled hairs; spider-like. 

araneosa: Resembling a spider web. 

arcuate: Bent or curved in the form of a bow. 

arena: Referring to sand (arenicolous = dwelling in sandy places). 

areole: A small, more or less angular space on a surface, as between the veins of leaves. 

argenta: Silvery. 

aristate: With an awn or stiff bristle usually at the apex. 

-arius: Possession or pertaining to. 

armate: Amled; with a defensive structure as a sharp point, thorn, spine, or barb. 

arom-: Referring to odor (aromatica). 

arrect-: Erect (arrectus). 

arrhizus: rootless 

   

Bromeliad Glossary, courtesy of fcbs.org 
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Tillandsia streptophylla                                        by Kathy Dorr 

 
Streptophylla is from the Greek, streptos, which means ñtwistedò, and phyllon, which means ñleafò.  That 

pretty much describes it, as a mass of twisted leaves. 

 

Tillandsia streptophylla grows epiphytically and its range extends from southern Mexico to Honduras.  

This is one of the few species to have evolved a nickname: The 

ñShirley Temple Plantò.  The leaves often twist and recurve in a 

manner that is Natureôs imitation of the coiffeured child of days gone 

by. 

 

Interestingly, the grower can control the amount of curl in the leaves 

by the amount of water and humidity the plant receives.  In a wet, 

more humid environment the leaves grow straighter.  With more 

xeric conditions, the leaves tighten into curled ringlets.  Enthusiasts 

can be found who favor either style ï it is purely a matter of personal 

preference as to how one wishes to grow this species. 

 

Tillandsia streptophylla is a mymecophytic species, meaning it lives 

in association with ants, which is beneficial to both parties.  While 

this Tillandsia supplies a home for the ants, they in turn supply it 

with nutrients.  Whenever my T.  streptophylla is indoors, no matter where I place it, an ant colony finds 

it.  I even suspended it by a string thinking they would not be able to get to it, only to watch ants climb on 

the roof of my lath house and release themselves to drop down on the plant.  Oh well, whatôs the harm of 

a few ants crawling around your plant room this winter?  A bit of wild life! 

 

When T.  streptophylla blooms, it is a sight to behold.  The compound inflorescence is large and colorful.  

The scape and primary bracts are normally carmine when given bright light.  The tall scape has a number 

of sub erect to spreading linear spikes that are flattened.  The floral bracts are densely covered with small 

scurfy scales and are citron green.  The mauve bloom adds color for weeks.  Oh, who cares about a few 

ants?  With a bloom like this, Iôll take ants any day! 

 
This article last appeared in the March 2010 newsletter of The Bromeliad Society of San Francisco 

 

BSCF Meeting Minutes May 24, 2010 

  
President Betsy McCrory brought the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  We had 20 members and 2 guests in 

attendance.  Members enjoyed a festive pot-luck dinner with the theme ñIndoor Picnicò. Happy Birthday 

was sung to Vice President Lisa Robinette and we had birthday cake for dessert.  Bob Smedley and Dean 

Fairchild described plants for Show and Tell.  Betsy called for additions or corrections to the April 

Meeting Minutes.  Lisa Robinette made a motion to accept the minutes; Jerry OôKeefe seconded it; 

motion carried.  Aileen Hodgson presented the Treasurerós Report.  Our current balance is $11,693.36.  

Her report will be filed for audit. Aileen acknowledged the assistance of Rick and Joanne Rector in 

training her for her new responsibility.  Member Marty Folk presented a Slide Show of the Motherôs Day 

Show and Sale, during which members shared information on their show entrants.  There was interesting 

discussion about details of shows and also plant husbandry.  Door and Raffle Prizes were given out. 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:00pm.  

 

Respectfully submitted, Marty Folk, Secretary.  
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The Bromeliad Society of Central Florida, Inc. was formed in 1972 to encourage the exchange of information 

concerning the culture, identification and hybridization of the plant family Bromeliaceae; to promote & 

maintain public interest in bromeliads and to assist in the preservation of all bromeliads for future 

generations. 

 

Meetings are held the 4
th

 Monday of every month from 7-9 PM at Harry P. Leu Gardens, 1920 N. Forest Avenue in 

Orlando.  For directions: 407.246.2620 or www.leugardens.org.   Youôll enjoy informative programs, Show & Tell, 

plant sales, refreshments & door prizes.  Members also receive a monthly newsletter ð all for only $15 per member, 

plus $5 per additional family member (no charge for full-time students). Visitors are always welcome. 

 

BSCF is a nonprofit Florida corporation recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) organization.  

Donations to this society are tax deductible in accordance with IRS regulations.  

  

BSCF is an affiliate of the Bromeliad Society International, Inc. and a member of the  

Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies, Inc. and the Cryptanthus Society. 

 

President             Betsy McCrory  betsymccrory@aol.com         

Vice President     Lisa Robinette  lisasbromeliads@att.net                                                           

Secretary Marty Folk  folkfam@embarqmail.com                                     

Treasurer          Aileen Hodgson                aileenhodgson2003@yahoo.com 

Librarians          Phyllis Baumer        Phylbau@aol.com            
             Sudi Hipsley          sudii@embarqmail.com                        

FCBS Rep            Betsy McCrory         betsymccrory@aol.com                                                        

Editor                   Steven Wagner       StellaLunaGardens@Yahoo.com                                     

Mailing     Betsy McCrory                                 

Refreshments      Tina Farsetta & Steve Beaudoin   wlkinwds@aol.com  

        
Permission to reprint is granted with acknowledgment. 

Please send all correspondence to the address below: 

 

 
Bromeliad Society of Central Florida, Inc. 

PO Box 536961 

Orlando, FL 32853-6961     
          Address Correction Requested 
 

 
June 2010                 

This Monthôs Meeting will be held on 

TUESDAY, June 29, 2010 

Refreshments: A - F 

Member Market 6:30 ï 6:55 

 

 

 

 

 

 


