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Next Meeting — Monday, April 26, 2010

Where — Leu Gardens, 1920 Forest Ave. Orlando
6:30 pm - Refreshments Last Names S - Z

6:30 pm - Member Market

7:00 pm - Meeting Begins

A Message from the Vice-President

Well it's that time again to prepare your plants for our Mother's Day Show and Sale. Dean Fairchild and
I, will go over the "How To's" of preparing plants for the show. Therefore I'm asking our members to
bring in plants they have questions on how to fix up. Select plants that are in good shape-not lopsided.
If variegated, make sure variegation is even. Remove dead or unsightly leaves from the bottom by
splitting them in the middle and pulling apart. Take pups off except too small to remove and use a clean
or new pot because they are judged also. Center your plants and make sure pot is the right size for that
plant.

Plants grown outside need to be flushed out making sure fallen leaves are removed. Long tweezers can
be used. White vinegar or ginger ale can be used with a toothbrush to clean the plants. This will also
remove hard water stains. If you pull on the center of the plant and it comes out-you have cold
damage. You may have to remove the mother plant if you are entering a multiple. You can trim
unsightly leaves with scissors and then use an aloe plant to rub on the cuts to seal them. Do not use leaf
shine on plants.

Again, members please bring in your question plants. Let’s have a show we won't forget in 2010!
Let’s Have Fun!!
Lisa Robinette, Vice-President

Members market is a go! Please, don't forget your raffle and show and tell plants. Please return any
library books due
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Grooming Plants for Show By Odean Head

|t s al most show time again and welheseeed
shows provide our best means for educating the public about bromeliads and how
beautiful they will grow here.

Putting on shows is not easy but can be very rewarding when we all work at it. Of
course, having beautiful plants is the main ingredient for impressing the public. Each

one of us probably has something that will add beauty to the show and our best effort

will be attained if we all participate. So gr oup, |l et’” s get mot i
plants ready.

Remember, they do not have to be worthy of top show awards in order to add beauty to
the show. We will be discussing some of the criteria for selecting potential entries and
grooming procedures that can add beauty and judging credits to the entry.

SELECTING PLANTS

Sometimes we have a problem getting started in our selection process because we are
looking for a plant that is ready to be on the head table. | usually have to make several
trips through my collection before | get very many plants to consider. | can move on
faster with this process when | decide to defer making the final evaluations and
selections until after the grooming has been attempted. This will allow me to be a little
more lenient in my initial evaluation. We should also familiarize ourselves with the
show schedule and try to get entries in as many of the categories as we can to make it a
better balanced show.

CLEANING PLANTS

| use a water hose with a spray nozzle that will furnish a good solid stream without too
much pressure to wash out dirt, tree leaves and other debris. After the first wash, look
deep into the plant for tree leaves and dirt that did not come out. Be careful about
digging too much with your fingers because you may break or tear a leaf. It is best to use
some long tweezers or a surgical hemostat to pull out the debris. You can loosen the
stubborn dirt inside the base of the outer leaves with a small artist brush. Rinse the plant
again to remove loosened dirt and debris. Clean the surfaces of leaves individually. The
cleaning intensity will vary from plant to plant depending on how delicate the leaf is and
whether it has scurf or not. If it has scurf, be careful not to remove any of it because it
may not regenerate and will be obvious to the judges. On most of my plants | will suds
each leaf with ivory soap and a heavy artist brush. If the leaves are not too treacherous I
will pull each leaf through my fingers to loosen the more stubborn dirt. This should also
remove any dead scale that might be attached to the leaf. If the scale does not rub right
off it may still be alive and the plant should be treated with safer soap. Scale on show
plants is a big NO. Next I rinse the plant with clean water again using the spray nozzle.
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| then set this plant to one side and work on the next plant while that one is drying. You
really can’t tell whether s oYoemaphhvatogos a |
back and touch up some spots that you missed and rinse again (be sure to get all of the

soap out).

REPOTTING

It is usually easier to repot a plant than to clean the pot. This is also a good time to select
a pot size that is in proper proportion to the plant. A larger pot will also make it easier to
center the plant and cover any exposed caudex caused by leaf removal. Do not pot it too
deep unless you have something to hide because the judges may assume you are hiding
something and take off accordingly. Also be aware of what constitutes a standard pot. A
pretty pot will probably be classified as decorative and be placed in the Artistic
Container Division under a different set of judging rules (If you have some pretty or
unusual pots, you should consider entering this division). Set the plant down and look at
its conformation both from the top and from the side. Straighten the plant if needed and
firm the soil around it so that it will stay straight. Be sure the mix on top is neat. Some
use a special top &neeessas/soroggasitisoeat. | don’ t

TRIMMING LEAVES

Leaf damage is a common cultural problem in growing bromeliads and you can bet
money that the judges will see any that exist. They can also usually see where you have
trimmed. If you have done a good trimming job they may not take off any points at all
unless too much was required. Before you start cutting, try to visualize what effect the
cut wil |l have on Iftydudavepolcu anldaf'tisbaclk tpodaeicould n ¢ e .
change the overall shape of the leaf as well as its conformation. Normally you should
trim a leaf tip to its natural shape but how should you treat a fingernail tip? Analyze the
damage and the effect of the trim before you act. You may want to only trim the brown,
changing its shape rather than take off the color. You may decide not to trim it at all if it
will do more harm than good. In those cases the judges can usually see your dilemma
and will be lenient if there is little else wrong with the plant. Some trimming of leaf
edges close to the base can also be done where there are no spines, but try to keep a
smooth leaf edge.

FINAL EVALUATION FOR SHOW ENTRY

Look at the overall appearance of the plant. Does it appear healthy and well grown?
Does its foliage have the good sheen or scurf appropriate for the plant? Are the colors
rich and the markings clear? How about its symmetry, is it appropriate? Is the size close
to maturity? Check the leaf damage. Is it too severe? Does it need more grooming?

CAUTION- Do not be overly critical. You can expect to be short in one or more of these
areas since there are few if any perfect plants.
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TRANSPORTING PLANTS

Getting all your plants groomed for the show can be frustrating enough without any
trauma on the way to the show. Take some extra time in packing your plants to make
sure they do not damage each other or topple over. You would be smart to take some of
your cleaning tools and maybe some extra mix with you for a last minute checks just in
case you have a little mishap on the way.

Excerpt from Bromeliad Society/HoustonNe ws | et t er , --2 QCQu 7 'Odean lHehd. This aptisle last
appeared in the March 2010 Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay newsletter.

Mar k your Calendar & donodot Forget

There will be no BSCF meeting in May.

Our June meeting is moved to Tuesday the 29th instead of Monday the 28". Leu Gardens had a big
garden club that wanted that date.

Bromeliad Glossary by Derek Butcher

A continued

alliaceus: like garlic or onion

alpestris: Growing in mountains; alpine.

alta: Referring to height (altus, altissimus = very tall).

altern: Alternate; any arrangement of parts not opposite or whorled; placed singly at
different heights on the axis or stem (alternifolia).

amabilis: Lovely.

ambiens: going around, surrounding

amethyst: Violet-colored (amethysticus).

ammo-: sand- . ammobius means dwelling on sand

amoena: Beautiful; charming; pleasing.

amorphous: Having no definite form; formless.

ampla: Ample; abundant; large; great.

amplexicaul: Clasping or embracing a stem, as a leaf.

ampliate: Enlarged.

amplitude: The gradient of tolerance shown by a species to a single factor or aggregation
of factors, such as light, soil, water or temperature.

ampullacea: Flask- or bottle-shaped.

an-: Lacking, without.

ana-: Upwards; back again; with general sense of increasing.

analogous: Related in use and function, but not in origin.

ananase: An anti-inflammatory enzyme derived from pineapples with special medicinal
usages.

anatropous: Having the ovule inverted at an early period of its development.

Bromeliad Glossary, courtesy of fcbs.org
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THE GREEN FLOWERING TILLANDSIAS FROM

MEXICO

A recent booklet by Renate Ehlers on 15

small, grey-green species and varieties.
by Herb Plever

The small, grey-green Tillandsia atroviridipetala
and T. mauryanafrom Mexico have been on our
plant order lists in the past. Members who ordered
them were attracted to the contrasting green petals
emerging from red bracts and to their small size.
These and other similar Mexican plants are
included in a new 144 page booklet by Renate
Ehlers, the noted Tillandsia expert, describing
their taxonomic relationships, with stunning
photos of plants and their habitats, range,
variability and with cultural tips about their
watering, humidity and temperature needs.

Tillandsia mauryana

Renate has collected and studied the genus in habitat
for many years, and her articles, lectures and new
plant descriptions have educated a world-wide army
of tillandsia lovers. (As a taxonomist she tends to be
a splitter, but her new descriptions are well
documented.)

The booklet was written for Die Bromelie published
by the German Bromeliad Guild, and it is in side by
side German and English translation by Derek
Butcher and Dr. Klaus Eistetter. It contains text and
photos of 7 already described species: Tillandsia
plumosa, T. atroviridipetala, T. mauryana, T.

ignesiae, T. penascoensis, [Epidosepalaand T. tortillis (formerly T. ehrenbergii) 5 new
species, (T. caballoensis, Tgrandispica, T. boqueronensis, téloloapanensis and T. curvifolia),
2 new varieties of T. atroviridipetala (var. yagulensisand var. longepedunculatand a new
form of T. mauryana (forma secundifoliaje described with their distinguishing characteristics.

The booklet has a good taxonomic key to the small, Mexican tillandsias with green to yellow
petals and included stamens, devised by Derek Butcher. (Stamens which do not protrude above
the corolla are referred to as being included.)

There are many useful comparisons with photos and text that clearly show the differences

between these closely related species. It is unfortunate that most of these beautiful plants aren’t
available at this time. | am searching for sources to acquire as many of them as | can, but at this
time | have found only Tillandsia mauryanavailable for sale. It is scary to think that as recent
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as 3 or 4 years ago we could have purchased all of the previously described species except for T.
penascoensis.

The English translations are well written and will be understood by all bromeliad growers who
will appreciate the interesting text and the many marvelous photographs. Of course tillandsia
freaks will want to get this new work. The booklet can be obtained at a cost of 19 Euros ($27.85)
plus postage from the German Bromeliad Society. To obtain particulars, write an email to Petra
Hensel, Secretary, at petrahensel@web.de.

T. atroviridipetala in habitat at T. plumosa grown indoors
6,400 feet, Oaxaca, Mexico

This article and the
photographs last appeared
in the Nov. 2009
Bromeliana, Newsletter of
the New York Bromeliad
Society.

T. penascoensis at 6,200 ft T. tortillis at 6,700 ft in
on San Mateo Pefiasco cliff Guanajuato, Mexico
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BSCF Meeting Minutes March 22, 2010

President Betsy McCrory brought the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. We had 20 members and 3 guests in
attendance. Vice President Lisa introduced Guest Speaker Jay Thurrott who presented, “Selby Gardens,
Behind the Scenes with Harry Luther”.

After a refreshment break from 7:32-7:47 pm., Jer ry O’ ISlew fine Tell fdesaribed an
insecticidal soap for use on bromeliads. Betsy called for additions or corrections to the February Meeting
Minutes. J er r y @ddekaanetioneto accept the minutes; Betty Ann Yeadon seconded it; motion
carried.

New treasurer Aileen Hodgson is workingona T r e a s URepert. Rick Rector reported the results of
the Leu Gardens Plant Sale: $4,118 worth of plants and books were sold. This resulted, after the $300
fee, in $1,051 profit for our society.

Betsy announced that it is time to volunteer for responsibilitiesatthe Mot her 6 s Day Hslthow

May 7-9, at the Fashion Square Mall. The most immediate need is a publicity person. It will involve lots
of emailing. Other positions to fill are: Entries, Awards, Classification, Host/Hostess, Placement,
Photographer, Plant Sales, & Security.

Betsy asked the membership to think about whether they want a July meeting. That is the time of the
World Conference so some members will be out of town.

Dean Fairchild is scanning society slides to they can be archived and used for electronic presentations.

Betsy, assisted by Lisa Robinette, announced winners of Door and Raffle Prizes.

and

Lisa Robinette madeamot i on t o adjourn the meet iTegeetmqmwhs Jer ry

adjourned at 8:10 pm.
Respectfully submitted by Marty Folk, Secretary.

RESERVE SPACE NOW! ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS OR SOCIETY  INTHE WBC
2010 PROGRAM

I (We) wish to place an Advertisement in the WBC 2010 Program 0 Bromeliads in the Big Easy.
Individual, Business or Society Responsible for Payment:
Phone Contact: - Mail:

Please choose one of the following and enclose payment:

____ Full Page $125.00 Full Page 6 COLOR:
__ Y Page $75.00 __Inside Front Cover $ 250.00
__ YaPage $50.00 ___Inside Back Cover $250.00
__ Back Cover $250.00
Camera dready copy or  disk must be included with pa ym ent. Deadline for copy and payment:
May 1, 2010
Send ad copy and payment to: Keith Schexnayder , WBC 2010 Treasurer , 409 Lassalle Dr.

River Ridge, LA 70123
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The Bromeliad Society of Central Florida, Inc. was formed in 1972 to encourage the exchange of information
concerning the culture, identification and hybridization of the plant family Bromeliaceae to promote &
maintain public interest in bromeliads and to assist in the preservation of all bromeliads for future
generations.

Meetings are held the 4™ Monday of every month from 7-9 PM at Harry P. Leu Gardens, 1920 N. Forest Avenue in

Orl ando. For directions: 407.246.2620 or www. |l eugarde:
plant sales, refreshments & door prizes. Members also receive a monthly newsletter — all for only $15 per member,

plus $5 per additional family member (no charge for full-time students). Visitors are always welcome. on

BSCF is a nonprofit Florida corporation recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) organization.
Donations to this society are tax deductible in accordance with IRS regulations.

BSCEF is an affiliate of the Bromeliad Society International, Inc. and a member of the
Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies, Inc. and the Cryptanthus Society.

President Betsy McCrory betsymccrory@aol.com
Vice President Lisa Robinette lisasbromeliads@att.net
Secretary Marty Folk folkfam@embargmail.com
Treasurer Aileen Hodgson aileenhodgson2003@yahoo.com
Librarians Phyllis Baumer Phylbau@aol.com

Sudi Hipsley sudii@embargmail.com
FCBS Rep Betsy McCrory betsymccrory@aol.com
Editor Steven Wagner StellaLunaGardens@Yahoo.com
Mailing Betsy McCrory

Refreshments  Tina Farsetta & Steve Beaudoin wlkinwds@aol.com

Permission to reprint is grantedith acknowledgment
Please send all correspondence to the address below:

Bromeliad Society of Central Florida, Inc.
PO Box 536961

Orlando, FL 32853-6961
Address Correction Requested

April 2010

Program:

Next Meeting: Monday, April 26, 2010
Refreshments: S - Z

Member Market 6:30 T 6:55
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