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Volume No. 36  Issue No. 03     March 2010 

Next Meeting ï Monday March 22, 2010 
Where ï Leu Gardens, 1920 Forest Ave. Orlando 
 
6:30 pm - Refreshments Last Names M - R 
6:30 pm - Member Market 
7:00 pm - Meeting Begins 
 

Program - Selby, Behind the Scenes with Harry Luther presented by Jay Thurrott 

 

We are the very first club to view Jayôs newest presentation. 
 

Please return any library books that are due. 

 

Leu Gardens Annual Plant Sale 

Saturday, March 20 

Sunday, March 21        Gardens FREE both days 

Bring a wagon or plant cart for your purchases! 
Vendor Map 

  
Saturday, March 20 

 Members Only 8:00 ï 9:00 am  
 Gardens open to the public 9:00 am ï 5:00 pm  
 Plants & Garden Accessories On Sale  

Sunday, March 21 

 Gardens open 9:00 am ï 5:00 pm  
 Plants & Garden Accessories On Sale  

 
We need volunteers to work at our booth at the Leu Gardens Plant Sale.  Stop by and help out for a 

little while, either day.  It is a lot of fun & time flies when you start talking bromeliads! 

 

http://www.leugardens.org/pdfs/PlantSaleMap.pdf
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Bromeliad Leaf Patterns, an Ever Changing Art                     by Andrew Devonshire 

 
Have you ever stopped to wonder what it is about Bromeliads that is just so appealing?  Is it their color, 

pattern, size, or form?  Or perhaps itôs the endless variety and combination of these traits that make this 

family of plants so collectable? 

 

In this article I want to delve into the fascinating range of leaf patterns or markings that are to be found 

within this amazing family of plants.  Variegation, zonation, marmoration, tessellation, fenestration are 

just some of the words used to describe the eye candy of leaf patterns we find in Bromeliads.  Vriesea 

are well known for their tessellations, fenestrations & hieroglyphics, but here I will focus on one genus 

that makes an art form of leaf patternséthe Neoregelia. 

 

There are many features that can 

combine to create a desirable neo, 

features such as spines, stolons, leaf 

color, leaf shape, leaf tips, leaf patterns 

and of course cup color can all combine 

in various degrees to give us such a 

diverse range of plants.  Here we will 

have a look at just some of the most 

recognizable leaf patterns to be found in 

neoôs.  

 

The eye catching pattern of 

yellow/green circular spots on a red leaf 

creates the stunning color contrast 

known as marmoration.   This would 

have to be one of the most recognized 

patterns, probably due to the fact that 

one of the most prolific & widespread 

bromeliads to be found in NZ gardens is 

one regularly called Neo. marmorata 

hybrid.  This plant, as its name indicates 

displays a fine example of marmoration.  

Incidentally, the true Neo. marmorata is a 

species, identified by its white flowers, & 

is not frequently seen in collections.  

Classic plants like óBobby Dazzlerô, 

óManoa Beautyô, óGold Feverô, & óWild 

Tigerô are always in demand, and are all 

good examples of the marmoration pattern. 

 

Share your collection,  
bring a plant donation for 
the Raffle Table.   
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Another familiar pattern found in plants like 

Neo. concentrica and its hybrids, is often 

termed the concentrica trait.  Plants with this 

trait will show a number of dark blotches 

that will  occasionally form into bands.  

Plants like óGee Whizô and óTakemura 

Grandeô show this trait, with óKawikaô a 

good example of how the banding can 

develop.  A distinguishing characteristic is 

that these markings typically have a bumpy 

or sunken appearance which you can often 

feel with your finger.  So the next time you 

see this type of pattern, try it out, and run 

your finger over the marks.  They donôt 

come through on the underside of the leaf, 

so just feel the top, & if you can feel the 

texture of the pattern, then itôs the concentrica trait for sure.  

 

Spotting and banding is widespread in neoôs, 

and while these markings can all appear 

similar to the concentrica trait, if the 

markings are smooth, then they will often 

belong to the closely related traits described 

as maculation, and zonation. 

 

Maculation describes the defined spotting 

seen in plants like olens, pauciflora, & 

smithii, while zonation describes the defined 

banding seen in plants like óHannibal 

Lectorô, zonata, & óBlushing Tigerô.  As 

these two leaf patterns are so closely related, 

they will often occur together, as can been 

seen in plants like pascoliana, lilliputiana, 

and many types of ampullacea.  Itôs 

interesting that in hybridizing maculation 

appears to be the ñdefault settingò, as most hybrids 

will turn out to be spotted, with good strong, and 

clear zonation much harder to achieve.  This 

results in the very high demand for the few well 

defined zonated hybrids . 

 

When the term variegation is applied to neos, it is 

usually defined as plants showing longitudinal 

stripes of contrasting colors.  However, this 

definition tends to combine both the red striated 

plants and the white variegated plants, which are 

in fact quite different patterns in their own right. 
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The red striated plants, or radial reds as they are sometimes referred to are firm favorites of mine, and 

we are fortunate to have a wide range 

available here with many new striated 

hybrids being introduced over the last 

few years.  The radial reds are plants with 

a series of fine red lines running along the 

length of each leaf, typically seen in 

óRosea Striataô, some clones of óExotica 

Velvetô, & a similar pattern is found in 

the classic Grace Goode hybrid, 

óAmazing Graceô.  At times these fine 

lines will merge to form attractive wide 

red stripes, as we see in óRed Romanceô, 

adding a real sense of drama to the plant.  

 

There is no doubt that white variegation 

is the most sought after pattern in neoôs.  

This type of variegation certainly adds 

eye catching appeal to any neo, but 

really comes alive when it is found on 

neoôs with strong color to the leaves, as 

we see in fosperior óPerfectionô, and 

óPemientoô.  The most popular forms of 

white variegation are albomargination, 

where the leaves are edged in white, like 

óYinô, and medio-picta where the 

variegation seems to be painted down 

the middle as in óYangô.  White 

variegation can be found in a range of 

different forms, and many articles have 

been written on this type of leaf pattern 

alone. 

 

The fascination I have with leaf patterns 

in Neoregelia is how they are able to be 

combined.  For example, take a standard 

Neo. carolinae, a plant that has proven its popularity over many years, & one that is attractive enough in 

its own right with the vivid red centre flush on flowering offset by a rosette of fresh green leaves.  Add 

white variegation into the mix, & we get a whole range of well know plants like the popular carolinae 

óTricolorô, óInfernoô, & óFlandriaô.  We can however go further still, by adding to this an overlay of 

marmoration, then we have the eye candy of plants like óMilagroô, óKahala Dawnô, & óGarnishô. 

 

With this ever changing art of combining bromeliad leaf patterns, and the limitless variety of traits these 

plants possess, we can look forward to a never ending supply of new plants to keep our interest alive. 

 
This article first appeared in the June issue of the Bromeliad Society of New Zealandôs newsletter, and most recently 

in the February/March 2010 newsletter of the Bromeliad Society of Greater Chicago. 

 

Photographs courtesy of fcbs.org 

 


