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Newsletter of the Bromeliad Society of Central Florida 
Volume No. 36  Issue No. 02     February 2010 

Next Meeting - February 22, 2010 
Where – Leu Gardens, 1920 Forest Ave. Orlando 
 
6:30 pm - Refreshments Last Names G - L 
6:30 pm - Member Market 
7:00 pm – Meeting Begins 

 
Bromeliads thrive and Uncertainties Grow at Selby Gardens 
Sarasota’s Selby: Trying to keep research mission alive amid fiscal 
pressure 
 
Harry Luther, a bromeliad expert at Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, is leaving after some 30 years. 

By Thomas Becnel Sunday February 7, 2010, From The Sarasota Herald Tribune 

 

Harry Luther, a world leader in bromeliad research, thought he would finish his career at Selby 

Botanical Gardens. Instead, frustrated with garden management, he is leaving for a new botanical 

project in Singapore. "I'll just start over," says Luther, 58. "It'll take awhile to get back where I am, but 

it's doable." 

 
The future of research at Selby does not look so bright, according to scientists across the country. Last 
year, the debt-strapped gardens laid off the last two researchers in its orchid identification program. 
Now the nonprofit loses a bromeliad expert described as "irreplaceable." 
 
Botanists still talk about research at Selby, but they use the past tense. "It was a world-class 
organization, top of the list," said Robert Magill, director of research at the Missouri Botanical Garden in 
St. Louis. "They had a core group of people that was just outstanding." John Kress, curator of botany at 
the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C., worked at the Sarasota gardens in the 1980s. Now all 
he hears is bad news. "Are there any scientists left at Selby?" Kress asked. "I'm serious." 
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At the University of Florida, botany professor Norris Williams also was surprised that Luther would 
leave Selby. "That's a pretty big loss; he was sort of Mr. Bromeliad," Norris said. "It's hard to know 
what's going on down there. For the last few years, it's been going downhill, it seems to me." 
 
Thomas Buchter, Selby chief executive officer, says research remains a vital part of the botanical 
gardens. Hard economic times have forced management to make tough decisions. "It comes down to 
cash," Buchter says. "It's having the financial stability to do these things." 
 
Many local botanists are torn between loyalty to Selby and unhappiness with garden administration, 
especially business people on the board of trustees. The fear: that Selby will be reduced to a "display 
garden," a tourist attraction with no scientific ambition. These critics include Cal Dodson, a founding 
director of the Marie Selby Botanical Gardens in 1975. "I don't want to get into it," Dodson said, "but it's 
not being run as a botanical garden. It's a research institution, and the board just doesn't understand 
that." 
 
Worry for the future 
Thousands of visitors know Selby for its spectacular location on Sarasota Bay. The grounds are a 
popular spot for parties and weddings. Behind the scenes, the Selby research department enjoys a 
special niche in American botany. Scientists and amateur collectors from across the country send rare 
specimens to Sarasota, where they are identified and classified. This kind of expertise has helped 
Selby build a research library and one of the world's most comprehensive collections of orchids and 
bromeliads. Losing this critical service is what worries scientists at other institutions.  
 
Selby never had a large research staff, but there used to be more interns and associates. There were 
more staff articles in Selbyana, the garden scientific journal. Bruce Holst has been acting research 
director for five years. He describes the department now -- four botanical researchers and two 
assistants -- as "lean and mean." 
 
Buchter, the Selby CEO, has been on the job for less than a year. He has the thankless task of cutting 
budgets while trying to unify the research and public sides of the gardens. He is aware of frustration in 
the scientific community.  "I encourage them to be worried about the future of research at Selby," 
Buchter said. "I want everyone to be concerned about the future of Selby. "We can't be a botanical 
garden without research. We just have to be able to fund ourselves, and that hasn't happened."  
 
The nonprofit Selby has an annual budget of $3.4 million. There is $2 million in debt. In recent years, 
Selby has focused on raising money for a multimillion-dollar children's garden -- one of the reasons 
Buchter was hired. Other botanical parks have built membership and endowments with this kind of 
project.  
 
Thomas Luzier, chairman of the Selby board of trustees, defends the long-term strategy of a children's 
garden, along with short-term cuts for all departments. Those savings are helping the gardens balance 
its budget this year. And Selby is already planning to bring back an orchid researcher. "We didn't get 
out of the research business," Luzier said. "We just had to make some hard economic decisions." 
 
Somewhere in the middle of this dispute stands Sue Scully. Her husband is a former board member. 
She leads a Selby volunteer group. Scully says the kind of things scientists wish they would hear from 
management. She starts with the idea of world-class research. "That's how Selby started; that was our 
claim to fame," Scully said. "It's very, very painful for us who see it that way. It's so alarming and sad, 
but in this other breath you have to be hopeful about the future. "I keep hoping we can do something 
with the orchids. And now I keep hoping we can do something with the bromeliads." 
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'Gregarious recluse' 
In a science dominated by Ph.D.s, "Mr. Bromeliad" is a college dropout.  Harry Luther, a St. Petersburg 
native, studied botany at the University of South Florida but never graduated. He worked for a 
commercial nursery before joining Selby, where he developed an encyclopedic knowledge of air plants. 
 
In 32 years at the gardens, he identified and named more than 180 species of bromeliads. "He must 
have a photographic memory," said Meg Lowman, a New College of Florida professor and former 
Selby executive director. "He remembered and knew all those bromeliads like the back of his hand."  
 
Luther immersed himself in the 14-acre Sarasota gardens. Each day he walked the bricks that line the 
south end of Palm Avenue. For years he has lived in a small house on the grounds of the Selby 
mansion. "The maid's quarters," he said with a trace of a smile. "I don't need much." 
 
Luther, a night owl, often worked late into the evening. He was always shy. In recent years, he suffered 
a heart attack and had problems with his vision, which kept him from driving. Stig Dalstrom, a former 
orchid researcher at Selby, described Luther as a "gregarious recluse." "It takes years to get to know 
him," Dalstrom said, laughing. "You need to flush him out."  
 
Luther's last day of work was Friday. This week, he will fly to Singapore and his new job at Gardens by 
the Bay, a huge new botanical park. He has packed a half-ton of books and papers to take with him. 
Luther choked up when asked if he would miss Sarasota, but he swallows most of his anger at Selby 
management. "They say they're going to actively seek my replacement," he said. "I find that ... 
interesting." 
 
Part of his job has been curator of living collections at Selby. He fears that work will be neglected. 
"That'd be disastrous," Luther said. "You can't just hire people off the street. Most of the collections 
were put together by botanists. They weren't put together by people who said: 'That's pretty. Let's put 
that in the collection.'" 
 
A bounce back? 
Selby has survived controversy in the past. In 2004, a garden employee pleaded guilty to accepting a 
rare Peruvian orchid that had been smuggled into the country. That scandal led to canceled donations, 
board resignations and a succession of executive and interim directors. This time, the question is the 
future of Selby research. Botanists across the country wonder how Selby will rebuild its reputation for 
work with orchids and bromeliads. 
 
The Smithsonian's Kress says he hears a "death knell" for research in Sarasota. The University of 
Florida's Williams worries that it will be difficult for Selby to recruit top scientists. 
 
Magill, of the Missouri Botanical Garden, does not sound hopeful. "Usually, when programs start going 
down, it's hard to stop," he said. "It's extremely difficult to bring it back." Holly Shimizu, director of the 
U.S. Botanic Garden in Washington, D.C., does not share this sentiment. She calls herself a big fan of 
Selby Botanical Gardens. She refuses to be discouraged by news of layoffs and staff changes. "I think 
they can bounce back," Shimizu said. "It doesn't alarm me when people leave, because it offers 
opportunities for change. Everybody loves to think they're irreplaceable, but none of us are." 
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A Message from the Vice-President; 
  

I sure can't wait for this cold stuff to pass; I'm tired of looking at all the frost cloth all over the yard!  

Yes I had a lot of cold damage on my plants.  If the bases of your plants are mushy, throw them away.  

If there still firm, cut off the dead and spray with a fungicide and they may produce pups.   

  

We will have a two part program this month which will bring us to London, England to the illustrious 

Chelsea Flower Show.  Our very own member, Craig Allen won the gold metal as the project designer 

in 2000 creating the most elaborate rainforest exhibit called 'Window to the Tropics'. 

  

The second part of our program will bring us to Australia with the well known hybridizer Grace Goode.  

Grace shares with us her garden and demonstrates hybridizing and seed raising. 

  

Letôs Have Fun!! 

Members Market is a Go! 

Bring raffle and show and tell plants. 

  

Sincerely, 

Lisa Robinette 

Vice-President  

 

Bromeliad Glossary                                                                              by Derek Butcher 

A   continued 

achyrostachys: Chaff-like spike. 

acicular: Needle-shaped; like a needle or bristle as some leaves; having sharp points like 

needles. 

aciculatus: marked with very fine irregular streaks 

actino-: Star-like; radiating from the center; rayed (actinophylla = rayed leaves). 

actinomorphic: Regular flowers. When individual flower parts are bisected vertically in 

two or more planes and have similar halves. Not to be used to describe sepals or petals 

aculeate: Prickly; sharp-pointed. 

acuminata, accuminate: Tapering into a long narrow point 

acute: Ending in a sharp point with sides nearly straight (acutissima = very pointed; 

acutangulatus = acute angle; acutifidus = acutely cut; acutifolius = sharp leaf) 

ad-: To; on; onto (adnatum = joined to). 

adaxial: Adjacent to, or turned towards, the axis. eg. the upper side of the leaf 

adherent: Attached or joined, although normally separate. 

adjacent: See erect 

adjoining: contiguus, confinis 

adnate: Joined, united with another part, as stamens with the corolla tube or an anther in 

its whole length with the filaments. 

adpressus: Pressed against; lying flat against. 

adscendens: Ascending. 

 
Bromeliad Glossary, courtesy of fcbs.org 
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Sarasota Bromeliad Society Show & Sale 

April 16-18, 2010 

Mark your calendars for the annual Sarasota Bromeliad Society Show and Sale, "The 

Art of Bromeliads". 

Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, 811 So. Palm Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34236  

Show and plant sale hours 10:00 am - 4:00 pm Saturday and Sunday, April 17 & 18th 

Rare Plant Auction Saturday Evening in the Activity Building starts approximately 7:30 pm 

Friday, April 16th there will be plant sales only 10:00 to 5:00 pm. 

For information call Selby Gardens 941-955-7553, show Chairman Dr. Terri Bert 

Show free with general admission. 

Free for children under six and members of the Garden.  Free parking. 

For more info contact 941-538-2174 or email turtle1657@yahoo.com 

www.SarasotaBromeliadSociety.org or www.Selby.org 

Inez Dolatowski 
Publicity 
941-538-2174 

 

 

What about Cryptanthus?                                                              By Larry Gioux 

Part Two    
From the Caloosahatchee Bromeliad Societyôs Caloosahatchee Meristem, May 2009 

 
Uses of Cryptanthus 

In spite of being terrestrials, it is surprising how long cryptanthus can remain out of their media. This 

characteristic has tempted some growers to grow them epiphytically, although this is a bad idea and 

seldom works out. Adults and offsets can be used in arrangements in the home and for events; and 

decorations such as holiday wreaths and trees. Florists are using them more in their work and in Italy 

they are used to decorate graves. If kept well watered, cryptanthus can be excellent fillers to add pattern 

and color to a topiary creation. We are seeing them more as entries in shows as horticultural and artistic 

exhibits. Plants can be grown outside in most areas and easily moved into the home and even the low 

light conditions of the garage for the seasons with very little damage or fatalities. The adaptation of 

cryptanthus to indoor culture has made them common houseplants in areas with non-tropical climates 

throughout the World. 

 

 

mailto:turtle1657@yahoo.com
http://www.sarasotabromeliadsociety.org/
http://www.selby.org/
http://www.sarasotabromeliadsociety.org/index.html
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The species Cryptanthus warasii resembles a dyckia 

more so than a cryptanthus; however, as with 

other genera, taxonomists use the flower to 

properly classify a bromeliad into its appropriate 

genus. Considered a xerophytic crypt, adequate 

moisture is still needed for optimal condition.  

 

Cryptanthus óStar Warsô when first released was a 

robust, multi-leaf plant with exceptional form, but 

as sometimes happens with no good explanation, 

progressive generations have fewer leaves. Ever so 

often however, a sport resembling the earlier form 

may develop.  

 

With only about 70 species in the 

genus, there is an incredible 

diversity of plant form and leaf 

shape and texture within the genus. 

As with the other bromeliad genera, 

new species are still being 

discovered and described. It is 

unfortunate that Cryptanthus has a 

small natural habitat within the 

eastern portion of Brazil and these are quickly 

being lost to development.  

 

Plant collectors are constantly looking for 

unusual plants.  Commercial plant growers, 

hopefully, will someday realize the financial 

potential of some of the hanging bromeliads 

such as this Cryptanthus sinuosus óCascadeô or 

other stoloniferous Cryptanthus such as 

Cryptanthus lacerdae óMenescalô or 

Cryptanthus sinuosus óRoad to Buziosô.  

 

xNeotanthus óWaffleô is a bigeneric neoregelia 

X cryptanthus made by M.B.Foster in the 

1970ôs.  It is an attractive plant in its own 

right; unfortunately, it is sterile for breeding 

purposes.  

 

The vast numbers of patterned & colored cryptanthus make them perfect for decorative 

container displays.  
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As mentioned in the article there are 

several varieties of Cryptanthus 

acaulis, which have been discovered in 

habitat and cultivation.  To the left is 

Cryptanthus acaulis v. ruber. There are 

several clones of this plant in 

cultivation with varying degrees of red 

coloration and scurf. 

 

Cryptanthus óTim Plowmanô is 

considered a cultivar of C. acaulis v. 

ruber, which was discovered in the city 

limits of Rio de Janiero, Brazil. It has 

distinctly different shaped leaves and 

texture. 

 

Cryptanthus óGraceô named for 

Grace Goode of Australia, a long 

time hybridizer of cryptanthus, was 

discovered in New Zealand by 

Sparrow before 1989. It is 

albomarginated with the white 

border turning pink in good light. 

 

In the Jan-Mar 2009 issue of the CSJ 

the true origins of this variegated 

cultivar of C. acaulis v. ruber was 

finally disclosed. Cryptanthus óLe 

Reyô was discovered in 1981 and 

eventually distributed by Ton Koning 

of Holland. 

 

Select Cryptanthus Species 

Cryptanthus acaulis 

There are 4 distinct varieties, which have been collected from the Rio de Janeiro area in the early 

1800ôs. They are probably extinct in this region today. Basically these are of green and dark red 

coloration with and without scurf. As a single specimen plant, Cryptanthus acaulis is not a very exciting 

plant. Fortunately acaulis clumps quickly and is much more interesting in mounds. The numerous 

cultivars discovered or developed in cultivation make this group of plants much more desirable. These 

include C.óWhirligigô-twisted leaves and numerous radial stolons; C. óVariegataô ï yellow margination 

and central variegation; C. óNew Costerôs Favoriteô ï pink margination and variegation; C. óUlla Colinô 

ï central red variegation; C. óMarion Oppenheimerô ï delicate, undulating-edged leaves with olive 

green and pink stripes; C. óGraceô (named for Grace Goode) ï lime green leaves with a very fine border 

of white and pink; and C. óCaf® Au Laitô ï coffee and pink colored stripes. 
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Cryptanthus marginatus 

For 100 years this species was known as the óbigô form of Cryptanthus bivittatus. It sported names like 

bivittatus óMajorô and óGrandeô. Today we recognize several clones of C. marginatus; each has varying 

intensity of rose and green colored stripes. There are numerous cultivars of C. marginatus, which may 

be more attractive than the original species. These are C. óArletyô ï overall pink leaves with central 

green line; C. óMuriel Looseô ï a darker version of óArletyô; C. óTropifloraô ï originating as a sport of 

óArletyô, it has pink leaves diffused with green stripes; and C. óJeemô ï the result of tissue culturing C. 

óArletyô. 

 

Cryptanthus zonatus 

Cryptanthus zonatus has contributed along with C. fosterianus and C. burle-marxii, to a less degree, to 

the creation of nearly every barred cultivar in existence. There are three varieties that have been 

collected ï C. zonatus v. zonatus: a green form with silver barring and thick scurfy undersides; C. 

zonatus v. fuscus: a brownish form with white scurfy barring and a thick scurfy underside; and C. 

zonatus v. viridis, which may no longer exist in cultivation, that is also green with white barring and 

lacks the scurfy undersides of the leaves. The variegated form of var. fuscus is called óNiveaô while the 

variegated var. zonatus is named óDennis Cathcartô. 

 

The Unusual Species of Cryptanthus 

Probably more so than any other bromeliad genus, Cryptanthus has a greater diversity of shapes and 

forms among the relatively few species.  C. warasii and leopoldo-horstii are reminiscent of dyckias and 

hechtias. C. lacerdae óMenescalô has an appealing striped starfish shape with 3-6 foot long stolons when 

grown in a hanging container. C. beuckeri has stemmed, spoon-shaped leaves with a marbleized pattern. 

The ñGlaziouiò group have narrow leaves extending along the stems which branch. The 36 inch C. 

capitatus rosette has a three inch across inflorescence with numerous flowers. C. pseudoscaposus 

produces flowers and offsets on a central stalk, rather than on stolons. A plant of C. lutherianus can 

have spear shaped, upright leaves nearly 30 inches tall. The scurf, which covers the surface of C. 

alagoanus feels fuzzy to the touch. 

 

The Future of Cryptanthus 

 
Intergenerics 

There already exists several intergenetics of cryptanthus with neoregelias, aechmeas, billbergias, and 

orthophytums. The way is open for passing on some of the unique characteristics of cryptanthus to 

plants of other genera. 

 
Hanging plants 

In my opinion there are not enough hanging bromeliads. The long stolons of many cryptanthus species 

can convert many of our favorite plants into hanging gardens. 

 
Flowers 

Hybridizers need to be encouraged to produce more colorful and prominent flowers. Fortunately, there 

already exist a few Cryptanthus that have slight coloration. Selective breeding programs just need to be 

developed to heighten their color intensity and transmit this flower color trait. Cryptanthus with colorful 

foliage and flowers will be a boon to hobbyists seeking ideal houseplants. 
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Hybrids  

More colorful foliage with new patterns and unusual shapes and textures are possible. Already, with 

several species exhibiting unusual characteristics available to hybridizers, hopefully, we can expect to 

see new and exciting cryptanthus in the future. 

 
Variegation 

I have for years based on personal examination of photographs and live plants contended that 

cryptanthus hybrids can not spontaneously variegate. We frequently see variegation both naturally and 

with UV and X-ray exposure occurring in species. I suspect if I live long enough and the cryptanthus 

species donôt become extinct, we will see a variegated form of all the species. Cryptanthus hybrids, 

however, whether because of the mixture of genes or the development of resistance to natural mutagens 

have not been seen. 

 

Some will argue that C. óJean Nicholô and 

óCarnavarexô variegated from the hybrids C. 

óGladô and óCarnavalô, respectfully. I would 

counter that óGladô was most likely a C. 

marginatus seedling sent to Australia and 

named óGladô and that C. óCarnavalô out of 

Europe was a sport of the more colorful 

European clone of C. beuckeri. Both C. 

marginatus and beuckeri are, of course, 

species.  If we are going to have variegated 

cryptanthus hybrids, we need to find a 

transmitter, as has been discovered by 

Chester Skotak, which has allowed him to 

pass on variegation to neoregelia hybrids.  

Whether such a genetic marker exists in the Cryptanthus genus, only further experimentation and time 

will tell.  

 
Since its discovery, through the eighteen hundreds and 

much of the 1900ôs, Cryptanthus marginatus was 

considered a large form of a smaller striped 

Cryptanthus species, C. bivittatus, With the discovery 

of 

Cryptanthus óArletyô by Paul DeCoster of the 

Netherlands in the late 1970ôs, which sported from one 

of the clones of C. marginatus, several new sports of 

Cryptanthus have been introduced into cultivation.  

Both of the variegated cultivars, Cryptanthus óMuriel 

Looseô, named for the mother of the Co-founder of the 

Cryptanthus Society, Warren Loose and Cryptanthus 

óTropifloraô were discovered here in Florida. C. óMuriel Looseô was noticed by Cornelius Colin of Apopka, 

Florida among thousands of óArletyôs he was growing for sale; while, C. óTropifloraô was picked out from 

óArletyôs at Tropiflora Nursery in Sarasota, Florida by Brian Weber.  

 

During my presentation in Cairns, I mentioned how most of the cryptanthus are relatively pest 

free; however, I know my cats love to chew on the leaves, I have heard about rabbits decimating 

outdoor cryptanthus beds and I suspect that kangaroos could be a problem depending on where 

you live. 
Photos courtesy of fcbs.org 
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Application for Membership to the Cryptanthus Society 

 
Return this application to Carole Richtmyer, 18817 Cypress Mountain Drive, Spring, TX 77388 
Please fill in every line that applies to you; type or print carefully. Your records are made from this form. 

 
Name____________________________________________________________________ 
Second name, if dual membership _____________________________________________ 
Address___________________________________________________________________ 
City___________________________State____________________Zip_________________ 
Phone number ( )__________________E-mail address ___________________________ 
Country ______________________________Are you a member of the BSI?_____________ 
Affiliate Society______________________________________________________________ 
Comments about yourself_____________________________________________________ 
Please check type of membership. 
Choose one Choose one 
[ ] Renewal [ ] Individual 
[ ] New Member [ ] Affiliate Society 
[ ] Institution 
Choose one 
[ ] Annual ï United States..........$20.00 [ ] Annual ï International..........$25.00 
[ ] 2 years ï United States..........$40.00 [ ] 2 years ï International..........$50.00 
[ ] 3 years ï United States..........$60.00 [ ] 3 years ï International......... $75.00 
[ ] Dual ï United States..............$25.00 [ ] Dual ï International..............$30.00 
[ ] 2 years ï United Stateséé..$50.00 [ ] 2 years ï International..........$60.00 
[ ] 3 years ï United Stateséé..$75.00 [ ] 3 years ï International..........$90.00 
[ ] Society Contributing (Affiliate)..................$30.00 
[ ] Life Membership......................................$300.00 
[ ] Donations............................................................. 
Total enclosed: $_______________ 
Make checks payable to the Cryptanthus Society. Members outside of the USA should remit 
International Money Orders or cashierôs check payable in US Funds on any US bank. Personal checks 
not drawn on US banks cannot be accepted.   
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BSCF Meeting Minutes                                                                          January 25, 2010 
  

President Betsy McCrory brought the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. We had 34 members and 3 guests in 

attendance. Vice President Lisa introduced Guest Speaker Al Muzzel who presented a nice slide show 

"Miniature and Small Bromeliads for Compact Collections". Al had many of the plants in his slide show 

on hand for purchase. 

 

There was a refreshment break 7:50-8:05 p.m. Grant Groves and Penny Bullard conducted Show and 

Tell Plants. There was discussion of the recent extreme cold spell and how frost cloth was used by 

many to help protect plants. Betsy called for additions or corrections to the November Meeting 

Minutes. Lisa Robinette made a motion to accept the minutes; Butch Force seconded it; motion carried.  

 

Treasurer Rick Rector gave the Treasurerós Report. Extravaganza receipts ($31,400) and expenses 

($31,265) nearly canceled out. We paid a surcharge to the hotel for not meeting the room quota but will 

attempt to get credit for some reservations made by folks via the Triple A rate (instead of from our 

block of rooms). Our account balance was $10,172. The report will be filed for audit. Rick reminded the 

group that it is time to renew membership for 2010. 

 

Betsy reported on recent activities at the Florida Council Meeting in Miami. It is our chapterôs turn to 

provide the Council Chair and Betsy is taking that role this year. She reported that several items of 

interest at the meeting included a vote to propose to BSI that the Florida Council host the 2012 World 

Bromeliad Conference. A location was not discussed. Another item was that we do not have a chapter 

signed up for hosting the 2010 Extravaganza. Betsy said the Council discussed setting up a rotating 

schedule for this purpose, like there already exists for officers and meeting locations. Discussion at our 

meeting included whether there should be an extravaganza every year and the benefits of the event. 

 

The Leu Gardens Sale will be 20-21 March. Betsy asked for a volunteer to chair the sale. We spent 

$300 on this and so should follow through to avoid losing that money. 

 

Aileen Hodgson has volunteered to be Treasurer. Carol Webb made a motion to accept Aileen as 

treasurer and Lisa Robinette seconded it. Motion carried. 

 

Charlie Birdsong of Baton Rouge, LA, was present at our meeting and invited our group to the 19th 

World Bromeliad Conference 26 July to 1 August, 2010 in New Orleans. Many people have 

registered and it likely will be the best-attended world conference ever. 

 

Betsy asked the membership if they wanted a Motherôs Day Show and Sale. It would be held 7-9 May 

at the Fashion Square Mall. Lisa Robinette made a motion to have the show and sale; Jerry OôKeefe 

seconded it. Betsy asked the membership for a volunteer to chair the event. Betsy will contact the mall 

to see if we might hold the event free-of-charge. Betsy announced several other opportunities for our 

club to participate-the Epcot Flower and Garden Festival and the Lake County Fair. See Betsy for more 

details. 

 

Tina Farsetta announced that Palmerôs Garden & Goods is offering a 15% discount to our members on 

purchases of frost cloth.     

 

Betsy, assisted by Lisa Robinette, announced winners of Door and Raffle Prizes. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 pm.  

Respectfully submitted by Marty Folk, Secretary.  
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The Bromeliad Society of Central Florida, Inc. was formed in 1972 to encourage the exchange of information 

concerning the culture, identification and hybridization of the plant family Bromeliaceae; to promote & 

maintain public interest in bromeliads and to assist in the preservation of all bromeliads for future 

generations. 

 

Meetings are held the 4
th

 Monday of every month from 7-9 PM at Harry P. Leu Gardens, 1920 N. Forest Avenue in 

Orlando.  For directions: 407.246.2620 or www.leugardens.org.   Youôll enjoy informative programs, Show & Tell, 

plant sales, refreshments & door prizes.  Members also receive a monthly newsletter ð all for only $15 per member, 

plus $5 per additional family member (no charge for full-time students). Visitors are always welcome. 

 

BSCF is a nonprofit Florida corporation recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) organization.  

Donations to this society are tax deductible in accordance with IRS regulations.  

  

BSCF is an affiliate of the Bromeliad Society International, Inc. and a member of the  

Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies, Inc. and the Cryptanthus Society. 

 

President          Betsy McCrory  betsymccrory@aol.com         

Vice President   Lisa Robinette  lisasbromeliads@att.net                                                            

Secretary Marty Folk  folkfam@embarqmail.com                                     

Treasurer          Rick Rector          rector@cfl.rr.com 

Librarians           Phyllis Baumer        Phylbau@aol.com            

              Sudi Hipsley          sudii@embarqmail.com                        

FCBS Rep             Betsy McCrory         betsymccrory@aol.com                                                        

Editor                    Steven Wagner       StellaLunaGardens@Yahoo.com                                     
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