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Orlandiana 

Newsletter of the Bromeliad Society of Central Florida 
Volume No.  35        Issue No.  02     February 2009 

Next Meeting: Monday, February 23, 2009                               6:30 pm Member Market & Refreshments   

Meeting Begins at 7pm                                                                 Where: Leu Gardens, 1920 N. Forest Ave. Orlando 

 
A Message from Our vice-President 
 
Hi Again, 
  
I can't believe how fast the month is going by!  I was glad to see all of you that made it to last monthôs meeting. 
  
Bring your friends, neighbors, relatives and your wallets! 
  
NEAL'S CHINESE AUCTION 
  
As you know were hosting the extravaganza this year in November.  We were trying to think of what was fun and 
profitable for the club.  Neal did a great job in October with the Advanced Chinese Auction, so now itôs Neal's Chinese 
Auction.  We've lined up some exceptional plants for this monthôs auction. 
  
As always, when you sign in with Rick and Joanne Rector you buy your raffle tickets.  This time you will sign your name 
on each one that you don't keep.  Up front, each raffle plant will have its own ticket bowl.  We will pick one ticket from 
each bowl to see who wins that plant.  We will also give a fortune cookie to the person who puts the most tickets in the 
bowl.  Let's say for example, if you have to have plant # 3 then put all your tickets in that bowl and you will have a great 
chance of winning and will also get a fortune cookie. 
  
After the raffle, we will have more plants to give away.  We want to reward the people who bought the most raffle tickets.  
The person with the most fortune cookies gets first choice of the upscale giveaway plants.  Second place gets the second 
choice and so on.  If you bought lots of raffle tickets you really can't lose. 
  
NO MEMBER MARKET 
NO REGULAR SHOW AND TELL 
NO DOOR PRIZE 
  
Sincerely, Lisa Robinette 
Vice-President  
 
 

Come and spend the night with fellow bromeliad enthusiasts!  Donôt 
Miss another fun filled meeting full of bromeliad facts and tips, 

friendship & delicious snacks.   

mailto:lisasbromeliads@att.net
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 The Presidentôs Message 

 

We sure have had the cold weather lately.  Hopefully everybody's bromeliads have survived the cold.  We had a 

great program last month on the World Conference that was held in Australia, thank you Jay Thurrott.  This 

month we are having one of a few fund raising events with Neal's Chinese Auction.  We need to build up our 

treasury to be able to put on the Extravaganza in November. I know there will be some great bromeliads to try 

for. 

 

Thank you, Gary Signs, who has volunteered to organize the Leu Gardens Sale.  Please call or see Gary at the 

meeting and let him know how you can help with this event.  The membership voted to participate so now we 

need to help.  The Leu Gardens show is March 21 & 22 from 8am-5pm on Saturday and 9am-5pm on Sunday. 

 

We need to start having our organizational meetings for the Extravaganza.  If you are a chair of one of the many 

committees or would like to chair the sales, publicity or bus tours committee please meet with me around 

6:15pm on Monday before our regular meeting.  Hopefully we can get a lot of the business taken care of with 

meetings before the regular meeting. 

 

Hope to see everyone on Monday, February 23. 

 

Betsy McCrory 

 

Extravaganza Raffle and Pineapple Sunglasses  

Pam Flesher and Steven Wagner have volunteered to Chair the Raffle and Silent Auction tables at the 

Extravaganza in November.   If you have anything Bromeliad related that you would like to donate such as 

books, artwork, rare plants, anything pineapple, et cetera, please let them know.  

Have you seen the famous ñPineapple Sunglassesò?  Have you had your picture taken with them on?  Pam and 

Steven are working on a very unique scrapbook of ñBromeliad Peopleò with the Pineapple sunglasses that will 

be auctioned off at the Extravaganza.  Pam bought the Pineapple sunglasses at a gift shop a couple of years ago. 

She says, ñIt started out as just a fun thing!  At ñbromeliad get-togethersò I would 

get people to try on the glasses. Wearing the ñPineapple Sunglassesò, leads to 

laughter and smiles, and lots of pictures.ò  The collection of pictures then grew 

into an idea as a fundraiser for the Extravaganza.  Pam has been compiling 

pictures of ñBromeliad Peopleò with them on.  So far she has gotten over 75 

pictures.  Pictures include members from our own club and other clubs 

throughout the state as well as members of Bromeliad clubs in other countries.  ñI 

have gotten some great mugsò, Pam says, ñand would like to include everyone in 

our society in the album.ò    She will be bringing the glasses and camera to the 

next meeting.  Join in the fun! 

 

 

 

mailto:dealerschoice@mindspring.com
mailto:tdwammer@cfl.rr.com
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Donôt miss out on all the benefits of being a member of the Bromeliad Society of Central Florida.  As a 

member you have access to a wealth of information at the monthly meetings, from fellow members & 

interesting and informative programs and speakers, refreshments, the newsletter Orlandiana, a chance to 

win a membership to The BSI on the door prize table, field trips, opportunities to sell your plants and 

win plants, and a Holiday Party.  

2009 

Bromeliad Society of Central Florida  
MEMBERSHIP FORM  

 

 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY   _____NEW MEMBER   _____RENEWAL  

 

Name(s)____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State Zip +4 ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone /Email_________________________________________________________________  

 

$15 for first member, plus $5 per each additional family member at the same address.  

Name Badges $5 ea member, if desired. Please check _____ if you would like a name badge ordered for 

you.  
 

AMOUNT ENCLOSED____________ Make checks payable to BSCF  

 

MAIL TO:  

Bromeliad Society of Central Florida  

PO Box 536961  

Orlando, FL 32853-6961  

______________________________________________________________________________  
 

Meetings are held the 4th Monday of every month, from 7-9 pm (social between 6:30-7pm) at Harry P. Leu 

Gardens, 1920 N. Forest Ave in Orlando.  For directions call 407-246-2620 or www.leugardens.org  

 

Youôll enjoy informative programs, Show & Tell, plant sales, refreshments, and door prizes. Members also 

receive a monthly newsletter. Please come join us!  

 

Treasurer: Date_____________  

Check #_______________  

Cash _________________  

www.mybscf.org 

 

Pam Flesher will be bringing the ñPineapple Sunglassesò and camera to the 

next meeting.  Join in the fun, and have your picture taken to be included in an 

album to be auctioned off at the Extravaganza in November. 

 
 

http://www.mybscf.org/
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Tillandsia brachyphylla 

 
This article is compiled from the book ñThe Red-Flowered Tillandsias from Brazilò by Renate Ehlers.  This article last 

appeared in the January 2009 Newsletter of The Bromeliad Society of San Francisco. 

 

These are the nicest and most precious forms of Tillandsias available to us. At flowering time we get an explosive 

brightness of color which even the non-Bromeliad enthusiast would enjoy.  

 

Regrettably, as with many other precious things, they are very rare. Three of these species are endangered in habitat and 

are under CITES I protection: T. sprengeliana, T. kautskyi, and T. sucrei. Even in Brazil, years ago, it was not easy to find 

these plants in collections or botanical gardens, much less being able to acquire any. If there was a possibility of purchase, 

the price was astronomical. In 1978, my brother who lives in Rio wanted to surprise me and bought a Tillandsia 

sprengeliana for me. He paid US $70.00, a very high price which we never 

would have paid. 

 

Tillandsia brachyphylla grows in the Brazilian states of Rio de Janeiro and 

Guanabara on nearly perpendicular rocks which are almost inaccessible. So 

it is well protected as long as people donôt destroy this habitat. This is an 

area where grassland fires get out of control and get to the rock face and 

destroy the plants. It is also an area where competitive hot air balloons are 

flown and sometimes get entangled on the rock face and set the place on 

fire. 

 

The plants grows on rocks as a single or in small groups, stem less, 

flowering 10-15 cm high, 3-5 cm wide, forming an erect mostly second 

subbulbose rosette.  
 

There are 20-30 leaves, up to 9 cm long, almost erect and densely upright 

gray-green because of dense rough pruinose scales appearing whitishgray, 

the margins with large rough winged trichomes. 

 

The scape is 2.5 to 6 cm long, slender, almost erect to bent over, almost 

glabrous, covered with 3 to 4 imbricate, elliptic, long acuminate scape 

bracts.          This photo of Tillandsia brachyphylla was                   

was                                                                                                                                             taken by Renate Ehlers & is courtesy                          

The inflorescence is up to 5 cm long, 4 cm in diameter, subglobose,                      of the Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies.                                                                                 

bipinnate with 4 to 7 almost densely erect spikes. 

 

The primary bracts are similar to the scape bracts, exceeding the spike, red, densely lepidote. 

The spike is up to cm long, 1 cm wide, up to 5 mm thin stipitate, lax with 2-4 sessile flowers. 

 

Floral bracts are 1.3 to 2 cm long, as long as the sepal, 9-10 mm wide, elliptic, acute, mucronate, membranaceous, nerved, 

indistinctly carinate, bright brick red, glabrous or punctulate lepidote. 

 

Sepals are 1.3 to 2 cm long, 3.5 to 4 mm wide, lanceolate acuminate, light green punctulate lepidote, the posterior pair 

carinate and joined for 1/3 to ½. 

 

Petals are 1.8 cm long, 2.5 to 3 mm wide, ligulate, the rounded tip recurved, upper part intensively red, the bottom white. 

 

Stamens are enclosed. Filament is 1.3 cm long, thin ribbon-like, straight, white. Anthers 2 mm long, 0.3 mm wide, linear, 

fixed at base, yellow. Style is 1 cm long, white, upper third red. Stigma is small, red. 

 

This plant is extremely rare and there are only a few examples represented in collections. It is relatively common in its 

natural habitat. The rock walls are often hundreds of meters almost vertical and so the plant is well protected from the 

collectors. 
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No Member Market this month.   

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΧǘǳǊƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻƴŜǎ ƻƴ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǾƛōǊŀǘŜΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ the meeting! 

 

 

Out and About  
 

April 25th and 26th, 2009 
Annual Sarasota Bromeliad Society Show and Sale 

Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 
 Sarasota, Florida 

 Plant sales will also be held on 

April 24 (10 AM - 5 PM). 

April 25 (10 AM-5 PM)     

April 26 (10 AM - 4 PM)  

 

May 7 ï 10, 2009 

BSCF Annual Motherôs Day Show & Sale 

May 7, Late night set-up 

May 8, Early morning plant judging, followed by the 

 Show & Sale opening to the public 

May 9 & 10 Show & Sale continues, (Have you volunteered yet?) 

 

July 26 - August 1 2009 
BSI World Conference to be held at the Astor Crowne Plaza in New Orleans, LA. 

 
 

Thank You for Donating Plants in January 

 
The Rectors   Jean Long  Tina Farsetta  Steve Beaudoin 

Sudi Hipsley   Jim Pearce  Eloise Beach  Joanne Emmerth 

John Boardman  Lisa Robinette  Jim Ford  Steve & Tina ? 

Shirley & Don Buth  Steven Wagner 

 

 

 

BSCF to Host 2009 Extravaganza 
 

Our Society is hosting the Extravaganza on November 13-15, 2009, at the Renaissance Hotel near the airport.  

Save the dates for a fun-filled weekend of Plant Classes, Bromeliads for sale, garden tours, a banquet & a rare 

plant auction.  We need Volunteers to help make our Extravaganza a SUCCESS!  If you are interested in 

helping out a little or a lot, please contact Betsy McCrory at betsymccrory@aol.com. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.selby.org/
mailto:betsymccrory@aol.com
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GROWING POINTS  

 

Those points in a plant where new cells are constantly being produced are called meristems (MERRY-stems) or 

growing points. They are located at the tip or apex of the growing shoot, at the tips of the roots and, in 

bromeliads, at the bases of each leaf. Each shoot consists of an axis (ñstemò) with leaves spiraling around it. 

Looking into the center of an aechmea, neoregelia, or billbergia, one notices that the leaves are smaller and 

smaller toward the center. At the very center leaves havenôt yet formed: the tip of the axis is a mass of cells 

which havenôt yet become leaves. This is the growing tip or meristem. As it continues to produce leaves and 

growth buds in the leaf axils, the axis lengthens. The growing tip produces a growth regulating chemical (auxin) 

which keeps the growth buds dormant, insuring that the tip or apex remains dominant (apical dominance).  The 

degree of dominance varies: in some plants no side shoots (pups) begin to develop until the plant has bloomed.  

Others, e.g. Aechmea purpureorosea, and Quesnelia 

marmorata, like to grow two or more shoots before 

blooming the first time. The atmospheric tillandsias 

often pup freely regardless of blooming. And there are 

some bromeliads which do not produce pups at all 

(monocarpic); some tillandsias and the gigantic Puya 

raimondii produce only a single growth which dies after 

blooming.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The schematic cross section above shows the growing 

point at the apex of the axis and the latent side shoot 

buds (not visible in the actual plant). 

 

Cross section (left) of a Neoregelia concentric showing 

inflorescence with sharply pointed flower buds, berries 

beneath, and on the left a sizeable new shoot (pup). Note 

the pyramidal axis (caudex) which is a storehouse of 

reserves. 
  W. Rauh, Bromelien (Stuttgart: Ulmer), 2nd ed. 1981 

 
This article was taken from the Jan.-Feb. newsletter of The SouthEastern Michigan Bromeliad Society. 

 

 

Please bring refreshments to the January meeting if your last name begins with O - Z 
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BSCF Meeting Minutes         January 26, 2009  
 

President Betsy McCrory brought the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. and welcomed everyone. Thirty-eight 

members and 4 guests attended. Guests were Vince Farsetta, Dolores and Leo Sandmann, Carol and Bob Webb. 

 

Lisa Robinette introduced guest speaker Jay Thurrott. The title of his presentation was ñCalandra and Jayôs 

Excellent Adventure Down Under-The 2008 World Bromeliad Conference in Cairns.ò Along with photos 

from the Conference, Jay presented an interesting travelogue of visits to various attractions in New Zealand and 

Australia. 

 

The group wished Jim Pierce and Eloise Beach birthday greetings and celebrated with birthday cake during the 

break. 

 

Following a 12 minute break, Betsy called the meeting back to order at 8:30pm and minutes from the November 

2008 meeting were distributed for membership review. Bob Smedley made a motion to accept the minutes and 

Butch Force seconded it, motion carried.  

 

Jim Pierce and Lisa Robinette described show and tell plants. John Boardman demonstrated how a special glove 

could be used for cleaning algae from the cups of bromeliads. 

 

Treasurer Rick Rector gave the Treasurerós report combined for November and December 2008. He announced 

that the registration fee for the Leu Gardens Plant Sale had been paid ($300). Money spent on the Holiday Party 

in December was $106; our account balance was $9,669.51. Betsy said the report will be filed for audit. 

 

Betsy reminded the membership that our group is hosting the 2009 Bromeliad Extravaganza November 13-15. 

Planning meetings for the event will begin next month. Chairs are still needed for some tasks, such as for sales 

and bus tours. Please contact Betsy to sign up.  

 

The Leu Gardens plant sale will be March 21 and 22. Betsy asked for a volunteer to chair this. There were no 

takers. Please volunteer for this task! 

 

Betsy reported on the Florida Council meeting she attended on January 10
th
. She and Jay Thurrott described the 

initiation of new, long-term project to catalog all hybrids and species of bromeliads in peopleôs collections. 

There is a concern that through time, some plants on the Cultivar Register may no longer exist, except in some 

personal collections. Jay is chair of the project. Betsy took names for people interested in attending Judges 

School. Classes are several times per year for 3-4 years. The 2010 World Bromeliad Conference will be held in 

New Orleans. We will host the next Florida Council meeting at the Renaissance Hotel near the Orlando airport. 

Betsy called for volunteers to assist with this. Please contact her to help. 

 

President Betsy asked if the membership wanted a Motherôs Day Show and Sale this year. Pam Flesher made a 

motion that we have it, John Boardman seconded the motion, motion carried. Betsy asked for a volunteer 

coordinator. There were no takers. Betsy will be the contact for the mall but other members need to take an 

active role in organizing this.  

 

Silent auction winners were announced by Lisa Robinette. Betsy called the door and raffle prizes with the 

assistance of Pam Flesher. The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Marty Folk, Secretary.  
 

 

 

mailto:BetsyMcCrory@aol.com
mailto:BetsyMcCrory@aol.com
mailto:folkfam@embarqmail.com
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The Bromeliad Society of Central Florida, Inc. was formed in 1972 to encourage the exchange of information concerning the 

culture, identification and hybridization of the plant family Bromeliaceae; to promote & maintain public interest in 

bromeliads and to assist in the preservation of all bromeliads for future generations. 
 

Meetings are held the 4
th
 Monday of every month from 7-9 PM at Harry P. Leu Gardens, 1920 N. Forest Avenue in Orlando.  For 

directions: 407.246.2620 or www.leugardens.org.   Youôll enjoy informative programs, Show & Tell, plant sales, refreshments & door 

prizes.  Members also receive a monthly emailed newsletter ð Visitors are always welcome. 

 

 

BSCF is a nonprofit Florida corporation recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) organization.  

Donations to this society are tax deductible in accordance with IRS regulations.  

  

BSCF is an affiliate of the Bromeliad Society International, Inc. and a member of the  

Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies, Inc. and the Cryptanthus Society. 

 

President          Betsy McCrory         betsymccrory@aol.com 

Vice President     Lisa Robinette  lisasbromeliads@att.net   

Secretary   Marty Folk                 folkfam@embarqmail.com       
Treasurer          Rick Rector          rector@cfl.rr.com 

Librarians           Phyllis Baumer        Phylbau@aol.com         

              Sudi Hipsley          sudii@embarqmail.com                       

FCBS Rep             Betsy McCrory 

Editor                    Steven Wagner       tdwammer@cfl.rr.com 

Mailing      Betsy McCrory                                 

                        
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Permission to reprint is granted with acknowledgment. 

Please send all correspondence to the address below: 

 

 

 
Bromeliad Society of Central Florida, Inc. 

PO Box 536961 

Orlando, FL 32853-6961     
          Address Correction Requested 
 
February 2009 

  

Next Meeting:  Monday, February 23, 2009 

Time:  6:30 pm Refreshments   

            7:00 pm Meeting begins 

Show & Tell:  No Show and Tell this month.             

No Member Market This Month  

Refreshments: O - Z 

  

 

 

 

mailto:betsymccrory@aol.com
mailto:lisasbromeliads@att.net
mailto:folkfam@embarqmail.com
mailto:rector@cfl.rr.com
mailto:Phylbau@aol.com
http://webmail.cfl.rr.com/do/mail/message/mailto?to=sudii%40embarqmail.com
mailto:tdwammer@cfl.rr.com

